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'obols' and six obols went to a drachma. There were three-obol
and two-obol pieces, rounder and plumper than a threepenny bit.
Country-folk used to carry such small change pouched between
cheek and gums; so that it became the fashion, at a dead man's
funeral, to place an obol in his mouth to serve as fare-money for
the mythical ferryman Charon, who was supposed to convey the
soul across the river Styx to the Underworld. The equivalent
value of ancient currencies as compared with our own is difficult
to fix; for the value of metal was then much greater owing to its
scarcity. Perhaps the best basis of comparison is to give the
normal pay of various types of labour, though we must remember
that an Athenian workman lived mainly on a vegetarian diet and
was satisfied with very much fewer comforts than a British
working-man. Menial labour was paid three obols, or half a
drachma, a day—presumably a bare subsistence; jurors were
paid at the same rate. An ordinary workman got one drachma
a day. A highly skilled artisan as much as two and a half
drachmae a day. The purchase of a slave cost anything from
£4 to £40. A schoolmaster or music-teacher earned about .£70
per annum. For such larger sums there were, of course, no
equivalent coins, but the Athenians found it useful to employ
special terms for convenience in .reckoning. Thus 100 drachmae
was called a mina or *mnc? (£4); and sixty minae was called a
talent (roughly £240). To get any idea of their purchasing
power it would be necessary to multiply the English sums five
or six times over, possibly more. A person who owned a capital
of 50 talents was considered very rich. Pasion, the well-known
banker, must have made over £1,000 a year; interest on loans
was charged at the rate of one drachma on every mina monthly,
i.e. iz per cent, per annum. Besides loaning money on usury,
much business was done in exchanging foreign coins for the
native currency. The money-changers' tables were, as we have
said, a prominent feature of the market-place. There, too
the huckster's trade was of course a flourishing one; but as the

